The SV40 small t antigen is essential for the morphological transformation of human fibroblasts.
The morphological transformation of human fibroblasts as measured in an assay for dense focus formation required, besides the SV40 large T antigen, an intact SV40 small t antigen. Using a G418-resistant colony formation assay it also was found that expression of the SV40 large T antigen only is not sufficient for the morphological transformation of human fibroblasts. Therefore it is concluded that the SV40 small t antigen is essential for the morphological transformation of human fibroblasts.